
PSHE Rationale and Intent 

 
The teaching and learning of PSHE at Brentry Primary school helps us achieve our school Mission in that it 
impacts directly on all the areas: Safety, Health, Achievement, Responsibility and Enjoyment.  
It helps promote a sense of purpose, self-worth, responsibility and the ability to communicate well with others, 
integral to reaching their potential, as individuals and within their communities. 
Our intent is to deliver a PSHE curriculum that prepares children for the opportunities and experiences of later 

life, one that enables young people’s learning, enhances their life chances and helps them become fulfilled 

individuals who know how to be safe and healthy and how to manage their academic, personal and social lives 

in a positive way.  

 
To facilitate this, we follow the “puzzles” (themes) and “pieces” (lessons) outlined in the Jigsaw scheme of work, 
a fully comprehensive, consistent and progressive curriculum, which is accessible to all pupils from Reception to 
Year 6 and fulfils all statutory guidance. Each theme is launched by an introductory assembly to help generate 
interest, ideas and a cohesive, productive togetherness. All year groups work on the same theme (from 6) at the 
same time (termly). Where they complement the objectives of the lessons, outside agencies and/or companies 
are visited or invited into the school. Additional assemblies support the curriculum in its drive to develop 
inclusivity, awareness of British Values and knowledge of religions and cultures around the world. 

 
Emphasis in Early Years is on creating an enabling environment, where experiences respond to the pupils’ 
individual needs. Jigsaw provides advice, suggestions, guidance and sample lessons to support this, integrating 
emotional literacy, self-regulation of behaviour, social skills and spiritual development. It includes mapping to 
Development Matters and the Early Learning Goals. 
During key stages 1 and 2, Jigsaw offers learning experiences that reflect pupils’ increasing independence and 
physical and social awareness. It helps children develop effective relationships, assume greater personal 
responsibility and manage personal safety, including online. It also helps pupils to manage the physical and 
emotional changes at puberty, introduces them to a wider world and enables them to make an active 
contribution to their communities. 



  
Lessons accommodate a range of creative learning activities and regularly allow children to choose the media 
with which they work best. Teachers may differentiate these resources to make certain the PSHE curriculum is 
accessible to all. Where a pupil may need further input, systems such as extra adult support, intervention 
programmes and ILPs are considered and evaluated. 
We recognise that a growing number of children are hampered in their learning by their emotional needs, poorly 
developed social skills and mental health issues, not to mention the often−complex family situations they live 
within. Regular feedback and communication opportunities between staff, including with SENDCo  and 
safeguarding lead, ensure relevant information is passed on so that lessons are delivered with awareness and 
sensitivity to individual concerns and situations. Where trips or visits have been arranged, PP pupils, those in 
care/looked after and those with an EHCP may receive some support towards any financial costs involved.  

 

Cultural Capital is at the centre of every Jigsaw PSHE lesson, helping pupils to understand and navigate a 

rapidly changing 21st century world. Citizenship at school, community, national and global levels is integral to 

the programme. It therefore provides numerous examples, resources and ideas from different cultures and 

religions, helping to develop a wider multi-cultural and diverse understanding of life in modern times. They are 

regularly updated to mirror current issues, events, values and laws. 

It is further developed through regular assemblies on inspirational people and leaders from history; themed 

days and weeks; exemplar visitors and cross curricular studies.  All intend to nurture children’s development as 

compassionate, well-rounded human beings, as well as building their capacity to learn, have a voice and feel 

empowered. We hope to show that whatever your background or beginnings, everyone can be the best version 

of themselves, now and in the future. 


