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What will I know by the end of this unit? 

What is the 
Linnaeus 
System? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1735, Swedish Scientist Carl Linnaeus first 
published a system for classifying all living things. 
An adapted version of this system is still used 
today: The Linnaeus System. 
 
Living things can be classified by these eight 
levels. The number of living things in each level 
gets smaller until the one animal is left in its 
species level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What are 
microbes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What are 
microorganisms? 

Microorganisms are viruses, bacteria, moulds and 
yeast. Some animals (dust mites) and plants 
(phytoplankton) are also microorganisms. 
 
Microorganisms are very tiny living things  
that can only be seen using a microscope. They 
can be found in and on our bodies, in the air, in 
water and on objects around us. 
 
 


